To: FWSA Committee
Subject: FWSA Chair - expressions of interest

Dear FWSA Committee,
Having read your call for expressions of interest for the FWSA Chair, I am writing to outline the
reasons for my interest in the Chair role and my vision for the FWSA.
My main interest for this role lies in the fact that such position offers an opportunity to make an
impact on feminist and women’s matters not only locally, nationally and internationally, but also in an
interdisciplinary fashion. And beyond the personal significance of feminist and women’s studies, my
interest in this role is directly linked to the desire to pursue established feminist practices as well as
launch new ones under the banner of the Association. I will outline some of my main ideas below as
part of my proposed vision for the FWSA.
My vision for the FWSA lies in following the FWSA Constitution’s Purpose of “advancing Women’s
and Gender Studies as an educational field and feminist teaching, research and knowledge in all
fields” in a contemporary fashion by drawing on one of my core strengths: digital pedagogies. Via
the web we can build on the practices of distribution of knowledge to create environments for the coconstruction and sharing of new knowledge with the potential of bringing together a wide range of
audiences to discuss how and where feminist research and teaching impacts on experience and where
experience can drive new research and teaching. To fulfil this purpose I aim to promote and extend
the work of FWSA via the web by using participatory techniques. I have experience in the design of
modules (e.g.: ‘living, learning and working on the web’ and ‘Societal change and education’) that
include both elements of digital learning and activism. Colleagues at my own University and further
afield would also be able to contribute to such activities and link to the work of FWSA. For example,
at the University of Strathclyde, I have links with Professor Yvette Taylor (School of education,
researching Gender, Sexualities and Social Justice), Dr Daniela Sime (School of Social Work and
Social Policy, researching Children, Women and Migration), Dr Churnjeet Mahn (School of
Humanities, researching travel writing, race and sexualities), to name a few. Further afield, I have also
established connections with Professor Carol Haigh at MMU in the field of health, Dr Lisa Harris
from Southampton University on digital learning, Dr Jenna Condie from University of Western
Sydney on entrepreneurship, Dr Aiden Yeh Wenzao Ursuline University, Taiwan on language and
culture, etc.. Together we can organise online seminars, offer online courses and publicise the work of
FWSA to draw the attention of colleagues, members of the public, and policy makers.
Another core aspect to the role of the FWSA chair should be to make feminist and women’s studies
everbody’s enterprise. As the FWSA chair I would invest time in creating connections with the wider
public by hosting open events, reaching out to communities and working with different sectors,
including links with the Glasgow Council, Student Associations, Schools and other entities relevant to
FWSA. This commitment is already visible through the hosting of the 2017 FWSA conference at
Strathclyde, and close engagement with the entities mentioned above.
Finally, it is the chair’s role to take responsibility for Chairing FWSA meetings as well as Annual
General Meeting, encouraging membership, and liaising with other FWSA committee members.
I have also enclosed my C.V. for your consideration.
Thank you for your consideration. If you need any further details or references, I can be contacted via
cristina.costa@strath.ac.uk. I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely, Cristina Costa

